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THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-45

‘ o~ - - v
Barrage balloons over London

It can be said that Dowding’s enduring achievement was his air defence system rather
than any charismatic leadership. But that is not to say that he undervalued his men in any
way. On 2nd June 1940, as the Battle of France came to its disastrous end, Dowding
wrote to his squadrons from his Headquarters at RAF Bentley Priory:

“My Dear Fighter Boys,

I don't send out many congratulatory letters and signals, but I feel that I
must take this occasion, when the intensive fighting in Northern France
is for the time being over, to tell you how proud I am of you and the way
in which you have fought since the “Blitzkreig” started.

I wish I could have spent my time visiting you and hearing your accounts of
the fighting, but I have occupied myself working for you in other ways. I want
you to know that my thoughts are always with you, and that it is you and your
fighting spirit which will crack the morale of the German Air Force, and
preserve our Country through the trials which yet lie ahead.

Good Luck to you.

H.C.T.Dowding
Air Chief Marshal”
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